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when it arrived after exposure to three days of torrential I

rain it had become as hard as stone. Even in this unpromis-
ing condition, however, he was able to make some use of it

by breaking the mass up into small pieces and re-baking
them in the soldiers’ bowls.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE AND THE CLERGY.

WE are glad to see that some at least of the clergy are I
instructing their flocks as to the fallacies of the heresy
which calls itself Christian Science. There lies before us

a report of a sermon preached in the church of St. Mary,
Plaistow, by the vicar, the Rev. John Bond, on March 1st.

The average lay churchman knows but little theology, so that
it is refreshing to find a parish priest pointing out in simple
language that Christian Science is merely a revival of old
heresies. We ourselves drew attention to this fact in

THE LANCET of Nov. 22nd, 1902, p. 1/09. Gnosticism,
Manichasism, and Docetism are all revived in Mrs. Eddy’s
fatuous description of her belief, and Mr. Bond drew atten-
tion to the fact that "Gnostic" " is merely the Greek for
" Scientist. It is not our province to interfere with anyone’s
religious belief, but it is our duty to point out the harmful-
ness of Christian Science from a medical point of view.

We congratulate Mr. Bond, however, upon his plain exposure
of the craze from his side of the question.

PILOCARPINE IN THE TREATMENT OF
PNEUMONIA.

PiLOCARPlNE has been recommended as a therapeutic
agent in cases of lobar pneumonia by Dr. Poulet in France,
by Dr. Szik’ai and Dr. Palkovics in Hungary, and in the
lF!eM<?7’ JJIedioinisahe JVockense7ir.,tt, Nos. 48 and 49, 1902,
Stabsarzt Otto Pelzl records his experience of an extended
trial of this drug in a military hospital at Budapest. A solu-
tion of O’l gramme of pilocarpine hydrochloride in 10 grammes
of distilled water was employed, of which 20 drops con-

taining 0’0125 gramme were given by the mouth on sugar,
which in most cases produced copious sweating. If this
failed a further 10 drops were administered, though as a rule
one dose only was given, since repeated smaller doses
are much more likely to cause depression of the heart
and subsequent collapse and less likely to produce the
sweating desired. Occasionally a second dofe was given on
a subsequent day. The general treatment of the cases was
as follows : infusions of digitalis and ipecacuanha, ice

applications to the chest, but no antipyretics, narcotics, or

alcohol except some wine from the fourth or fifth day
onwards. The results of the pilocarpine treatment are that
the pain on breathing and coughing becomes much less or
completely disappears, the breathing is deeper and slower,
and the patient is evidently more comfortable, although
the fever and the pulmonary physical signs remain the same
and the inflamed lobe passes through the usual stages
though somewhat more quickly. The administration of pilo-
carpine does not prevent the spread of the disease to other
lobes, which if it occur gives rise to the customary cycle
of changes, though the inflammation may be of a milder

degree than in the part of the lung originally attacked.
When the pilocarpine is given between the third and
fifth days the crisis usually occurs from 24 to 48 hours

later, if given between the sixth and eighth days the crisis
may occur almost at once, and if given after this date it

appears to be without any influence on the temperature
curve. The critical fall after pilocarpine is apt to be

slightly prolonged compared with that which occurs in other
cases. Various explanations have been suggested of the
beneficial influence of pilocarpine. According to Dr. Poulet
its action is due to the increased secretion from the bronchi
promoting the removal of the pneumococci, while, according

to Dr. Palkovics, the increased sweating aids the elimination
of the toxins formed by the pneumococcus. Dr. Pelzl him-
self suggests that the loss of pain is due, firstly, to the

general dilatation of the vessels producing inter alia slight
serous exudation on to the pleural surfaces thus rendering
their movements less painful, and secondly, to an increased
exudation from the bronchi and aiveoli, in virtue of which
the expectoration becomes more fluid and is easily coughed
up, and hence the ultimate resolution is promoted ; in

other words, the action of the pilocarpine is mechanical,
not specific. Apparently the general type of the disease
in the above series of cases was mild, as no fatal cafe

occurred either in those treated with pilocarpine or

in those treated in the ordinary way, and it might be
objected that pneumonia was less severe and fatal among
the presumably healthy young adults from whom the army
is recruited, but the general statistics of the Imperial army
showed in 1899, 2002 cases of pneumonia and in 1900 1744
cases with a percentage case-mortality of 7’1 and 6’&

respectively. As a result of his employment of pilocarpine 
Dr. Pelzl concludes that in almost all cases it renders the

patient more comfortable, shortens the disease, promotes
resolution, and accelerates convalescence, and in no case did
he observe any untoward effects, such as cardiac failure or

collapse, even though the drug was administered in asthenic
cases and in one patient who was the subject of coexistent
mitral regurgitation. No mention is made of alcoholism in
the notes of the cases. 

_

THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF THE BALLACHULISH
SLATE QUARRIES.

WE have upon various previous occasions referred to the
case of Dr. Lachlan Grant, medical officer to the Balla-

chulish slate quarries 1 Dr. Grant was dismissed from the

service of the company on July 6th, 1902, and at the time
no reason was alleged for the dismissal. Later it came

out that Dr. Grant had on entering into the company’s
service signed an agreement by which his service at the

quarries and his general practice in the district should cease
on a month’s notice being given. These conditions had

never been seen by the medical committee of the workmen,
which committee had been recognised by the present com-
pany which leased the quarries in 1894. The committee had

control of all matters pertaining to medical arrangements
and had practically existed for some 40 years. No such
conditions as were imposed upon Dr. Grant had been imposed
upon any former medical officer, the manager had no

instructicns to impose them upon Dr. Grant, and the com-
pany had no authority to enter into any agreement with Dr.
Grant for medical attendance on the men. The men there-
fore re-elected Dr. Grant and declined to permit the com-
pany to interfere in the affairs of the medical club. The

company then applied to the Court of Session to have Dr.
Grant interdicted from attending on the men or from practis-
ing in the district. This action is sti)l pending. The men
are at present locked out and they haxe now determined to
appeal to the Law Courts to have the agreement of Dr.
Grant with the company set aside on the grounds that the
manager went beyond his instructions in imposing the con-
ditions referred to above upon Dr. Grant and that the

company had no authority to make any agreement concern-
ing the medical club. We may mention that Dr. Grant only
signed the agreement on representations from the manager
that the conditions were attached to the appointment. As
Dr. Grant’s case is 8Mb judice we are precluded from making
any comment, but with regard to the men’s action a fund
is being raised to enable them to fight their case. Subscrip-
tions to the fund will be received by the editor of the

1 THE LANCET, August 2nd (p. 300) and 16th (p. 449), and Nov. 1st
(p, 1229), and 15th, 1902 (p. 1358).


